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Blichaes! Mercadanis shetches a nevw comis book character al his hame in P,

By JO-ELLEN DARLING
Special to The Moming Call

hat do you get when vou
mix an English major
who loves to wrlte with
a film and art major
who loves to draw? Mo
ricddle there: a comic
ook

Englizsh major Mike Mercadante,
25, of Perkasie and art major Chris-
tian Klusman, 27, of North Wales have
been friends for six vears and recently
self-published their Mirst comic book

— i dreanm comse true, they say.

"“Wie wanted to try it and see how
far we could go,” sayvs Mercadante,
who once owned a video production
company and won a national Telly
Award in 1996 for a documentary he
produced about girls’ soocer.

Mercadante, who attemded Bucks
County Community College before
transferring to the College of Santa Fe
in Mew Mexico, and Elusman, who at-
tended Montgomery County Comimi-
nity College for a time, have not fin-
ished their degrees. Instead, they're
working full-timve jobs and pursuing
their craft in their spare time.

Their first edition, “Honey.” is in
the adult genre, with a nod to the rude
and erude socially eritical under-
ground comics that flourished in the
19605 and ‘708, With its strong themes
and even stronger language, it's defi-
nitely not for kids or refined adults.,

It spins a story about two very dif-
ferent women who meet while travel-
ing. Arlene iz a J-=omething truck
driver and black-marketeer who's
hauling “bootleg artificial organs.”
Her apparently more sedate traveling
companion i= Samantha. otherwize
known as Honey. Samantha's secret is
that she's had an unfortunate and X-
rated encounter with the reprehensis

ble red-neck governor of Georgia,
Yang-Wei Svensson, a Chinese-
Fwedish midget, an encounter that
had dire consequences for him and for
which he seaks revenge,

Delicacy prevents the revelation of
meore detail, but suffice it to say that
the profusely used Anglo Saxon-lean-
ing language of the comic might
prompt a perversely curlous mind to
count how many times a certain four-
letter word appears. Although inde-
pendent comics aren't rated throwgh
the Comics Code Authority of Ameri-
ca, Mercadante says their comic is B-
rated.

After encountering a situation in
which racial insults and sexual ha-
rassment prompt Arlene to buam
down @ diner, the comic’s opening edi-
tion ends with the dwo bovnd for Mex-
fco with their illegal cargo.

But the creators say they're ot on
the offensive. “We went into it not in-
tending to offend anvone,” Mer-
cadante says. “It’s meant to poke fun
at society.”

And Klusman —- who says the sto-
ry is based on “ridiculous reality™
more than anything — apolomzes to
the state of Georgia for selecting it to
be home to his antagonist. Klusman's
only explanation for choosing Geor-
gia: It"s where REM, his favorite band,
lives,

Mercadante and Klusman say they
had some positive feedback on their
effort from Philadelphia comic book
author Jamar Nicholas at the Small
Press Expo in Washington, D.C. Mer-
cadante notes that 80 percent of comic
books have male leads and heroes,
with female leads usually cast as su-
permodels with “impossible propor-
tions."” But their female leads are
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dalferent, be sayvs, “We made them a
lot mre mormal. They re not exact-
v role models, but we think fe-
males will ke them.”

Still, readers may warndear why
e white men from suburbla have
writken o tale aboutl 4 biack, butt-
Kicking female truck driver, her
white, somewhat milquetoast eoun-
terpart amd an evil, profans gover

“We've wondered who will take
L5 Rerhousiy,” aclmite Mercadante,
wiho savs a Mississipgl primter
turned them down because of the
offensive content.

Although the two "Homey™ cre-
ators were comic book readers as
hids growing up — Klusman gravi
Lated to .1I|[H’-r]:||':n||_~.- SiLch s Bat-
mas and Spiderman amd Mer-
cadante was inspired by such limit-
e editions as John J. Muth's

Moonshadow® — the palr ikns been
e influenced by the 1990 off-
it acthom movies *Smokey amd
the Handit” and “Foxy Browmn."” In
{act, they say a film convention last
February inspired them to pursue
thie project seriously

B Jsman and Mercadanle at.

lendted an Exploitation Convention
i Mew York that featured black ac-
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Michael Mercadante (left) and Christian Klusman say their adult
comic book isn"t meant to offend. but rather to noke fun at societw.

tors, directors and producers of
1570 action films, ineluding “Foxy
Brown® director Jack Hill, who dis-
covered action [lm star Pam Grier,
and actor Richard Roundtree from
*Shaft.”

“We eard them zay they did
[these films ] because they didn't
want day jobs." savs Blusman, who
works full-time im the animation art
ﬂt-p:h‘llm-:n at Wartier Bros. Stiicdio
store i the Montgomeryvville Mall.

Within days ol the copnvention,
the v began working well into
the night over coffiee at Denny’s
Restaurant and finished their story
line within 30 days,

The two say they sacrificed their
entire summer, but within six
months had developed the plot and
characters, shetched the story,
wratlen the seripd and complicted
thie pewpe art

“We vomed wee'd take i all the
way to print,” Mercadante zays,
smiling

T twvo have decidsd (o self
putblish 10 quarterly issues rather
than work with the big comics pub.
lishing companies, they say, e
cause that way they maintain com-
pede erealivie controd over their
manuscripts. The tradeoff, accord-
ing to Mercadante, is the amount of
work they must do o promote and
produce thelr produet — not to
eEntion the expense,

The first edition cost them 51,500

for 1000 capies, The eomic 2115 in
tha stores for 52,50, They are dis-
tributing the books to area shops
and advertising to shops across e
United States amnd Canada in cata-
logs, Thekr first issue is 24 pages,
cight pages short of the indastry
standard, with just two ads. They
plan to increase the second {sswe,
diue outt i January, o 32 pages with
spveral pages af ads,

These Pennrldge and Naorth
P kgl school gracduates main:
takn many obscune writers amd
their story ideas have found thedr
way 1o lucrative careers via the
commic book medium.

Mercadante and Klusman met
Kevin Eastman amd Peter Labrd, an-
thors of “Teesame Mutant Ninga
Turtlez,"” at & recent Small Publish-
er's Expo, According to Mer-
cidante, that story was originally a
seli-published black-and-white coumn-
e with “elveesy” art that later be-
came a merchandise dynasty and
eventually spawned its oomn TV
show. And the blockbuster movies
“Men in Black™ and “Blade™ also
started &5 comic hooks

The two are clearly delightexl
with thelr progress,

Besides the 10 planned issues
about “Honey," an elght-page pre.
view of a different series will be in-
trochuaced in their January edition
as well.

“Just sering the book nest to the
odhiers is a thrill,”™ sayvs Mercadante.



